T R A D I T I O N .

H O N O R .

S E R V I C E .

LOS ANGELES POLICE
EMERALD SOCIETY PIPES AND DRUMS

JOIN US!
Current or retired law enforcement
officers needed
No formal experience or musical
background required
Bagpipes lessons offered at no charge
to LAPD and law enforcement officers
CONTACT CLIFF ARMAS,
LAPD RETIRED (#21505)

E: PIPERLAPES@GMAIL.COM

Tradition. Honor. Service. Values that echo through time. Become a part of this proud legacy that
honors our brother and sister officers and military personnel by joining the Los Angeles Police Emerald
Society Pipes and Drums.
Tradition. Bagpipes have a long, proud history with the law enforcement community and the military.
When the Romans invaded Latin Britannia (England) in 400 BC, they were frightened by Celts playing a
form of the bagpipes going into battle. The Romans later incorporated bagpipes into their own legions.
During the Great Potato Famine of the 1840s, large numbers of Irish immigrants coming to the United
States brought with them the bagpipes. Facing mass discrimination, the only jobs available to the Irish
at that time were in the police and fire forces… and so the symbol of the bagpipes became forever
associated with law enforcement.
Bagpipes came to the Los Angeles Police Department on May 5, 1958, when Ian Campbell entered the
Los Angeles Police Academy. Being of Scotch-Irish descent, Ian started playing the bagpipes as a
teenager. He continued to play while in the Marine Corps and during his career with LAPD. While on duty
in March 1963, Ian and his partner, Karl Hettinger, were kidnapped at gunpoint and taken to an onion
field south of Bakersfield, where Ian was executed. Karl managed to escape. Bagpipes were first played
at an LAPD funeral at Ian’s service – a tradition that continues to this day.
Honor. Members of the Los Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes and Drums continue to preserve the
proud tradition of the bagpipes by honoring heroes from law enforcement and the military. We are not a
competition pipe band. Our purpose and mission are to honor those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice. We also play for the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and law enforcement agencies
in Southern California. We have traveled to multiple states to honor our brother and sister officers as
well as the military. Every year, we play in Sacramento at California State Memorial Ceremonies and in
Washington, D.C., during National Police Week.
Recently while playing in Washington, D.C., the Band was approached by the wife of a police officer who
had been killed in the line of duty. Her husband loved the bagpipes and wanted to have them played at
his funeral. Unfortunately, a bagpiper was not available at the time of his service, so his request was
unfulfilled. When she saw us, she asked if we would play “Amazing Grace” for her husband – which we
gladly did. On that trip, officers at a pub in Washington, D.C., were remembering Arkansas Fort Smith
Police Officer Daniel Martinez, who had been shot and killed while handling a family dispute. They asked
us to play “Danny Boy” in his memory. While we played, everyone gathered and held up lighters and
candles in his memory. Both experiences were spontaneous and very emotional.
Service. LAPES Pipes and Drums invite current or retired law enforcement offices to become a part of
this proud tradition. No formal experience or musical background is needed. The only necessary
requirement is a genuine willingness to honor officers in our chosen profession. We offer bagpipes
lessons at no charge to LAPD and law enforcement officers, active and retired, at the Los Angeles
Police Academy (Elysian Park) on Saturdays from 0800-0900 or 1200-1300. We look forward to
welcoming you into the Los Angeles Police Emerald Society Pipes and Drums. Experience what it is to
be a part of LAPES Pipes and Drums. The rewards and memories you will have will last a lifetime.
Contact Cliff Armas, LAPD Retired (#21505) at piperlapes@gmail.com

